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A few more numbers:
200 feet:

The distance between the proposed SugarHouse casino site
in Fishtown and two-story residential homes. (actually, it's 180)

20 Minutes:

The amount of time that it will take a resident from 69th street
to reach the proposed Foxwoods casino site in Chinatown.
The whole city could be just one SEPTA token away from these ills.

2 People:

When over 27,000 Philadelphians petitioned for a referendum
on the ballot, it only took 2 PA State Supreme Court Justices to
make the difference in denying us the right to vote to decide for
ourselves whether or not we wanted casinos within 1500 feet of
our schools, churches, and homes.

1 broken promise:

Mayoral candidate Michael Nutter expressly promised that, if
elected, he’d work with civic associations and community groups
to prevent the building of casinos that violate the 1,500-foot

e $52 Million:

The net amount that the City could lose, yearly, due to the hid-
den costs of casinos. PICA (the state agency that oversees the
City’s budgets) estimated in its July 2007 report that just the law
enforcement costs alone associated with the two casinos could be
as high as $200 million per year.

How did we get here?

If you're not familiar with the history, you might want to check out
the June 2007 Philadelphia Magazine story: “Gaming The System”
www.phillymag.com/articles/gaming_the_system/

here’s how the article starts:
“Two summers ago, Ed Rendell and Vince Fumo pushed through a bill
virtually ensuring that the favorite slots parlors of the usual
Philadelphia insiders would come to town. Never mind whether we
wanted them — or what gambling might do to the city”
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The Little Casino
Factbook

armed with just a few little facts,
the little people can make
a big difference.

Get informed.
Get involved.

brought to you by
your concerned neighbors
at Casino-Free Philadelphia
www.casinofreephila.org
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Gambling and Crime

Most Americans assume an association between gambling

and increased criminal activity. The gambling industry offers
hearty denials and various statistical manipulations attempting
to counter this perception. Data from gambling communi-
ties across the country, however, indicates that gambling does
indeed foster a significant increase in crime.

Within five years after the opening of the nearby Foxwoods
Casino, the annual number of calls to the Ledyard, Connecticut
police department jumped from 4,000 to 16,700.

The total number of crimes within a 30-mile radius of Atlantic
City increased by 107 percent in the nine years following the
introduction of casinos to Atlantic City.

University of lllinois professor, John Kindt, reported that 1.5
million people or .5 percent of the U.S. population became new
criminals from 1994 to 1997 as a direct correlation to states’
government-sponsored legalized gambling. The cost for this rise
in crime ranged from $12 billion to $15 billion.

University of Nevada-Las Vegas researchers concluded that the
state of Wisconsin experiences an average of 5,300 additional
major crimes a year due to the presence of casinos in that state.
They also attributed an additional 17,100 arrests for less-
serious crimes each year to the existence of casino gambling.

57 percent of 400 surveyed Gamblers Anonymous members
admitted to stealing in order to maintain their gambling habits.
“Collectively, they stole $30 million, for an average of $135,000
per individual.”

An estimated 40 percent of white-collar crime is committed by
gambling addicts. Research suggests that $1.3 billion per year
in insurance fraud alone is related to gambling.

In the first six years of casinos in Minnesota, the crime rate in
counties with casinos increased more than twice as fast as in
non-casino counties. According to an analysis by the Minneapolis
Star Tribune, the median crime rate in casino counties rose 39
percent during that period as compared to an 18 percent increase
in non-casino counties.
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Gambling and Suicide

For millions of Americans, gambling addiction has become

a pathway to pain and misery; for some it leads to death.
Gambling-related suicides have become an increasingly common
phenomenon, as legalized gambling has spread across America.
The extent of this phenomenon remains largely unrecognized,
however, due to a variety of reasons, ranging from a desire by
surviving family members to protect privacy to attempts by
suicide victims to make their deaths appear accidental for insur-
ance purposes. Even so, the evidence beginning to come forth
paints a grim picture of the depth of despondency which often
accompanies a gambling addiction.

In a 1997 study, a University of California-San Diego sociologist
found that “visitors to and residents of gaming communities
experience significantly elevated suicide levels.” According to Dr.
David Phillips, Las Vegas “displays the highest levels of suicide

in the nation, both for residents of Las Vegas and for visitors to
that setting.” In Atlantic City, N.J., Phillips found that “abnormally
high suicide levels for visitors and residents appeared only after
gambling casinos were opened.”

In 1999, more than 429 Nevada residents committed suicide
according to the Donrey Washington Bureau. Nevada has consis-
tently held the highest suicide rate for more than 10 years.

February 2003 news reports said support for a proposed
downtown casino expansion in Alberta, Canada is in trouble

after statistics revealed an alarming link between gambling and
suicides. Medical examiners suspect that at least one out of every
10 suicides is gambling-related.

In Gulfport, Mississippi, suicides increased by 213 percent (from
24 to 75) in the first two years after casinos arrived. In neigh-
boring Biloxi, suicide attempts jumped by 1,000 percent (from 6
to 66) in the first year alone.

A survey of nearly 200 Gamblers Anonymous members in lllinois
found that 66 percent had contemplated suicide, 79 percent had
wanted to die, 45 percent had a definite plan to kill themselves,
and 16 percent had actually attempted suicide.

The National Council on Problem Gambling, citing various
studies, reports that one in five pathological gamblers attempts
suicide - a rate higher than for any other addictive disorder.
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Gambling and Corruption

Gambling “has more of a history of corruption than any other
industry,” former Illinois Senator Paul Simon testified at the

opening meeting of the National Gambling Impact Study Com-
mission in June 1997. Indeed, Simon’s statement has abundant
basis in fact. Gambling-related political corruption became so
widespread in the 1800s that every state in the union eventually
outlawed lotteries and all other forms of gambling. Today, his-
tory appears to be repeating itself. The recent wave of gambling
expansion in the United States has spawned another epidemic
of political corruption.

Four of Atlantic City's last seven mayors have been found guilty of
or pleaded guilty to corruption charges.

Two former West Virginia Senate Presidents were sentenced

to prison for taking money from gambling interests. One was
charged with soliciting $15,000 from a casino company to help
pass a bill that would have allowed casinos in the state. The
other was convicted for accepting an illegal $10,000 payment
from gambling interests.

Nineteen Arizona legislators and lobbyists were caught on video-
tape taking money after agreeing to vote for legalized gambling.
Six lawmakers eventually accepted plea bargains; another was
convicted of conspiracy for taking $25,000 from an undercover
agent.

The FBI launched a two-year investigation into the activities of
more than a dozen Louisiana legislators suspected of accepting
bribes from gambling interests.7 One former state senator, who
chaired the senate committee overseeing gambling matters, has
been convicted of racketeering-related charges in the investiga-
tion. A representative who sat on a similar committee in the
Louisiana House resigned after admitting to using his influence
to help two organized-crime-controlled video poker companies
in exchange for gifts.
Missouri’s House Speaker of 15 years resigned in 1996 in the
wake of a federal investigation induced by charges of gambling-
related dealings. According to media reports, the ex-speaker
demanded that a gambling company direct payments of $16
million toward the ex-speaker’s friends and business associates
in order to secure a casino license in the state.
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Children have died as a direct result of adult gambling problems.

In Louisiana and South Carolina, children died after being locked

in hot cars for hours while their caretakers gambled.8 An lllinois

mother was sentenced to prison for suffocating her infant daugh-

ter in order to collect insurance money to continue gambling.
Cases of child abandonment at Foxwoods, the nation’s largest
casino in Ledyard, Conn., became so commonplace that authori-
ties were forced to post signs in the casino’s parking lots warn-
ing parents not to leave children in cars unattended.

Domestic Violence

According to the National Research Council, studies indicate
that between one quarter and one half of spouses of compulsive
gamblers have been abused.
Case studies of 10 casino communities conducted for the National
Gambling Impact Study Commission revealed that the majority
of those communities witnessed increases in domestic violence
relative to the introduction of casinos.
Domestic violence shelters on Mississippi’s Gulf Coast reported
increases in requests for assistance ranging from 100 to 300
percent after the introduction of casinos.
A University of Nebraska Medical Center study concluded that
problem gambling is as much a risk factor for domestic violence
as alcohol abuse.
Domestic violence murders in at least 11 states have been
traced to gambling problems since 1996.

Adolescent Gambling

‘The next generation is the first in modern American history to
grow up in an era when gambling is legally sanctioned and cul-
turally approved. Tragically, adolescents have proven extremely
susceptible to the enticements of gambling, and are becoming
hooked at rates even greater than their adult counterparts.
Scholars and researchers caution that we may only be seeing
the “tip of the iceberg,” and that the seeds of destruction being
sown in these young lives today portend immense individual
and cultural devastation as we enter the 21st century.

for specifics, see www.casinofreephila.org/node/35
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Gambling’s Impact
on Families

The tragedy of gambling addiction reaches far beyond the more
than 15 million Americans who are problem or pathological

gamblers. Employers, work associates, friends, and taxpayers of-
ten pay a steep price as well. However, it is family members who
bear the brunt of the pain and misery that accompanies this
addiction. In addition to material deprivations, family members
frequently experience the trauma of divorce, child abuse and
neglect, and domestic violence.

Divorce

In a survey of nearly 400 Gamblers Anonymous members, 28
percent reported being either separated or divorced as a direct
result of their gambling problems.

The National Gambling Impact Study Commission reported that

it received “abundant testimony and evidence that compulsive
gambling introduces a greatly heightened level of stress and ten-
sion into marriages and families, often culminating in divorce and
other manifestations of familial disharmony.”

The number of divorces in Harrison County, Mississippi, has
nearly tripled since the introduction of casinos. The county,
which is home to ten casinos, has averaged an additional 850
divorces per year since casinos arrived.

A nationwide survey undertaken for the National Gambling Impact
Study Commission found that “respondents representing 2 million
adults identified a spouse’s gambling as a significant factor in a
prior divorce.”

Child Abuse and Neglect

The National Gambling Impact Study Commission reported:
“Children of compulsive gamblers are often prone to suffer
abuse, as well as neglect, as a result of parental problem or
pathological gambling.”

In Indiana, a review of the state’s gaming commission records re-
vealed that 72 children were found abandoned on casino premises
during a 14-month period.

"$66T Ul uadiad p'p 03 066T Ul uoiendod ayy
JouddJad gz wody paquid JeadA ised ayy ul wajqold Buljqued
SNOLI3S © P3JBIISUOW3P OYM S}NpPe BI0S3UUI 4O 3bejuadiad
3YL "uolf|iq H$ 01 UOI||Ig €$ UIIMID] JO S3[BS [enuue sSoIb
P1BWIISD YIIM BIOSBUUI Ul UOIBISMO Ul SOUISED /T 319M I3y
‘1anamoy ‘p66T Ag "1eaA 1eyy pjoya01 e buluieb isnl sem bui|q
-web oulsed 3[IYm ‘066 T Ul BIOSBUUI Ul PINPOIIUL Sem Aiano|
9y "21e1s 1BY) Ul buljquieb Jo uoisuedxa Yyl YIM [BIUSPIdUI0D
sia|quieb dAIS|NdLWOD JO JaguINU dY) Ul 9SBIIDUI [BIIURISNS B
POMOYS BIOSBUUIA Ul PR1INPUOD SASAINS JoIARY3q Buljques om]
*buljqueb jo
SWLI0J 9ANDIPPE 1SOW 31 Buowe s 1930d 03pIA PuIUOd SLRAXD
uondIppe Buljquen *saulydew Jaxod 03pIA JO UonINPOIIUL
31 JO SIBIA DAY UIYUM Q€ UBL] S10W O 33JY) WOLJ Pasealdul
si91deyd snowAuouy sid|quen Jo Jaquinu ay) ‘uobaiQ u|
‘papuedxa
Apeasb saniunuoddo buljqueb se ‘1aye| apedsp e usdsad €'/
01 986T Ul 1uddIad Z'¢ Wouy paseasdul wajqold buljqueb e pey
buiney 110das oym sjenpiaipul jo abeiuadiad syl 404 MIN U|
‘wa|qotd buljqueb aAis|ndwod e 9ARY S1940M OUISED
40 1uadJad ST 1Byl sa1eWNS? ‘UondIppe Buljqueb uo uadxa paziu
-B60o2a4 AjJeuoneu e pue sebap seq ul Ja1ua) Juswieas] buljquen
[e3dSOH J14eYD dY) JO 101DAUIP PUB JIPUNOY ‘I9UNH qoy "id
“uadJad °G 01 pajdi ueyl atow pey abeiusdiad ay) ‘5661
Aq ‘wa|qoid Buljqueb snolas e bulAey Jo suonedIpul pamoys
syinpe emo Jo 1uadJad £ T AJUO ‘686 T Ul "SOUISED JO UONINPOIIUI
3y Jayye su9|quieb [edibojoyred pue wa|qoid Jo Jaquinu 3yl ul
9SBAIDUI PYIRW B PIMOYS BMO] JO 91BIS 31 Ul SASAINS Buljquuen
*A1unod ay3 ssoude Aliejnbas buneaw siideyd 00z T Ueyl low
Sey mou y9 ‘sieaA 1yb61a 15e| 3Y) Ul pa|qnop Ajiesu sey sa1eis
pa1un ayy ul sisndeyd snowAuouy sis|quien Jo Jaquinu syl

50661 2y ut sanruniroddo Surjquued [eda) jo uorsordxa
[euswouayd oy papoered A[psop aaey soreag parrun) Ay ut SI9[q
-wed [esrdojoyred pue wapqoid jo saquimu o ur uvorsofdxa uey
-IWODUOD € ‘PIPU] "ISIMIYIO NEIIPUT SaNTUNWWOd Furjquied
woiy eiep pue s112dxo woiy Auownsa) 1AMoL uondippe Juryq
-wed pue Surquied jo Aiiqereae oy uamiaq diysuonear Kue
J1“opar] st 219 e ureaurew Apuanbayy s1oword Junquien

uoIIppY Ssasealdu|
Anjiqe|ieay buijquien

Seventeen South Carolina lawmakers were convicted of or pled
guilty to charges related to a federal sting operation labeled
“Operation Lost Trust.” The investigation centered around allega-
tions that legislators accepted gambling money in exchange for
pro-gambling votes on horse racing legislation.

In Kentucky, 15 state legislators were eventually convicted or

pled guilty to charges stemming from Operation Boptrot, an

FBI investigation centering on influence peddling and bribery

involving the state’s horse racing industry.
Three Hilton Hotels executives - one a board member - resigned
in the wake of an investigation regarding the corporation’s at-
tempts to obtain a riverboat license in Kansas City, Missouri. Hil-
ton allegedly paid $250,000 to a business headed by the former
chairman of the Kansas City Port Authority, whose approval Hilton
needed to lease city property for the casino. The former chairman
later cast the deciding vote awarding Hilton the lease.

In 1997, the former chairman of the Indiana House Ways and

Means Committee was indicted on charges of bribery, perjury

and filing false finance reports. The charges stemmed from

allegations that the former chairman took bribes from the lead

engineering firm in a riverboat casino project in the state.

Gambling Regulation
‘The gambling industry has worked diligently to repackage itself
as harmless, wholesome entertainment. One key component in
this marketing strategy is the portrayal of gambling as a heavily
regulated (and thus “clean”) industry. However, the often-cozy
relationship that exists between the gambling industry and gam-
bling regulatory bodies calls into question the effectiveness of
such oversight. In fact, a “revolving door” of sorts exists within
the regulatory agencies; many regulators “cash in” on their
experience by turning around and working for the industry they
formerly regulated.

Michael Brown, former director of the New Jersey Division of Gam-
ing Enforcement, later served as the CEO of the Foxwoods casino,
reportedly the world’s most profitable gambling establishment.
Foxwoods has hired other former New Jersey casino regulators,
including the past deputy director of gaming enforcement.
Mick Lura, former chief administrator for the lowa State Racing
and Gaming Commission, left to become an executive for Presi-
dent Riverboat Casinos.

for more examples, see www.casinofreephila.org/node/6




